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Europeana 1914-1918 is 

… a  thematic portal  

that mixes resources  

from libraries and archives  

across the globe  

with memories and memorabilia 

from families throughout Europe… 
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Tell us what you think by tweeting us @europeana1914 





Digitising Films and 

Film-Related Material 

From and About WWI 

Co-funded by the Community Programme ICT- PSP 

Unlocking Sources Conference 
 

30 January 2014 
 

Julia Welter, Deutsches Filminstitut 
 

Filmposter “Wenn Völker Streiten”, DE 1915 

(Director: Cäsar Lupow). Source: EYE 



 Digitisation project 

 Duration: Feb 2012 – Feb 2014 

 26 partner organisations,  

21 of which are film archives 

 More than 660 hrs film  

to be digitised = ca. 2’500 titles 

 Ca. 5.600 film-related objects  

to be digitised  

 Publish all digitised works and  

objects on the Web through the  

partners’ own  websites, EFG and Europeana 

 Digitisation in high quality (HD/2K), downsize for Web streaming 

 Build a Virtual Exhibition 

 

Atentat na Ferdinanda. Source: 

Jugoslovenska Kinoteka 

Key Facts and Aims 



Funding  

 EFG1914 funded under the CIP ICT-PSP Programme of the EU:  

• Total budget:  

4.2 Million EUR 

• Funding: 50 % 

 DIF also supported by 

• German Federal 

Commissioner for  

Culture and the Media 

• State of Hessen  

 

 

 

Fabrication des munitions et du  

matériel de guerre, FR 1916(?). Source: CNC-AFF 



EFG1914 is NOT 

 Replacing individual archives’ activities around the WWI centenary 

 A film restoration project 

 An ICT research project 

 A film or history research  

project 

 

Todesurteil, DE 1919, Director: Martin Berger, from: Der 

Kinematograph no. 661 (1919). Source: Deutsches Filminstitut 



Consortium: The Archives 
Deutsches Filminstitut – DIF (coordinator) 

Arhiva Nationala de Filme 

Centre National du cinéma et de l’Image animée 

Cinecittá Luce 

Cinémathèque Royale de Belgique 

Cineteca di Bologna  

Cineteca del Friuli   

Det Danske Filminstitut 

Deutsche Kinemathek 

Estonian Film Archive 

EYE Filminstituut Nederland  

Filmarchiv Austria 

Filmmuseum Wien  

Filmoteca Espanola  

Fondazione Cineteca Italiana   

Imperial War Museum 

IVAC (Valencia)  

Jugoslovenska Kinoteka 

La Cineteca del Friuli 

MaNDA (Budapest) 

Národní filmový archiv  

Nasjonalbiblioteket 

     

21 archives     |    15 countries 



Consortium: The Archives 

 Also contributing, although not as formal 

consortium members:  

• Bundesarchiv-Filmarchiv, Berlin 

• Murnau Foundation, Wiesbaden 

• Lichtspiel Kinemathek Bern 

• Museo Nazionale del Cinema, Torino 

 

 

Heldenkampf in Schnee und Eis, AT 

1917, Source: Filmarchiv Austria 



Films by country of production 



Films by year of production/release 



80% Non-
fiction 

20% Fiction 

Films by Category 



Film production in First World War 

WWI as facilitator for national film production 

 

First production companies founded 

 

Important propaganda medium: boost of productions 

 

Shift from film as neglected art form to mass media accepted 

throughout all classes 

 



Status today 

 100% digitised, 80% available online 

on European Film Gateway 

 Successively expanding number of 

films online until end of February 

2014 

 Virtual exhibition web release 

February 2014 

 

[HUNGER BLOCKADE GERMANY], 

Source: Deutsches Filminstitut - DIF 



Resources and further reading 

 http://project.efg1914.eu 

EFG1914 Project Website 

 

 www.europeanfilmgateway.eu/1914 

 First World War films on EFG 

 www.europeanfilmgateway.eu/1914exhibitions 

 Virtual exhibition on Film in WWI 

 

 www.efgproject.eu/guidelines_and_standards 

Technical information about metadata and EFG 

http://project.efg1914.eu/
http://www.europeanfilmgateway.eu/1914
http://www.europeanfilmgateway.eu/1914exhibitions
http://www.efgproject.eu/guidelines_and_standards




Europeana Collections 1914-1918 

National Libraries and further partners digitising  

materials from World War One  

Thorsten Siegmann, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin 

siegmann@eu1914-1918.eu  

 

Unlocking Sources Conference, Berlin, 30th/31st January 2014 



Structure of the presentation 

1. Aims and Objectives 

2. Cooperations 

3. Discovery and further 

activities 

 



1.) Aims and objectives 



1. Aims and objectives 

• Digitisation of more than 425.000 items from 
World War One times, contributed by 
European National Libraries and further 
partners to Europeana.eu 

• Project is associated with the centenary of 
World War One this year 

• 12 partners from 8 European countries, most 
of them National Libraries 

• Project duration: May 2011 – April 2014 

• CIP ICT-PSP Pilot B, co-funding of 50% 

• Website: www.europeana-collections-1914-
1918.eu/ 
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Project partners 
Libraries: 

• Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin (SBB), Berlin, Deutschland – 

Koordinator 

• Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma (BNCRM), Rom, 

Italien 

• Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze (BNCF), 

Florenz, Italien 

• Bibliothèque nationale de France (BnF), Paris, 

Frankreich 

• Bibliothèque nationale et universitaire de Strasbourg 

(BNUS), Straßburg, Frankreich 

• Bibliothèque Royale de Belgique (KBR), Brüssel, 

Belgien 

• British Library (BL), London, Großbritannien 

• Det Kongelige Bibliotek (KB), Kopenhagen, Dänemark 

• Narodna biblioteka Srbije (NLS), Belgrad, Serbien 

• Österreichische Nationalbibliothek (ÖNB), Wien, 

Österreich 

 

Further partners: 

• Istituto Centrale per il Catalogo Unico delle biblioteche 

italiane (ICCU), Rom, Italien 

• Clio-online / (Fachportal für die 

Geschichtswissenschaften), Berlin, Deutschland 



1. Aims and objectives: focus on everyday life 

in wartime 

Within many others, these kinds of items 

were digitised:  
• books  

• trench journals and periodicals 

• diaries, personal letters and postcards 

• maps 

• children‘s literature 

• propaganda leaflets, caricatures & cartoons 

• songbooks 

• handbooks & manuals 

 

The digitised collections focus on 

everyday life in wartimes. The project 

aimes to give insight into life between 

1914-1918 at the fronts as well as at 

home.  



2.) Co-operations 



2.) Co-operations:  

Three Europeana projects on WW1 

USER GENERATED 

CONTENT,  

PRIVATE PERSONS 

FILM & FILM-RELATED 

MATERIALS, ARCHIVES 

CONTENT FROM 

INSTITUTIONS, 

MAINLY LIBRARIES & 

ALSO 

MUSEUMS AND 

ARCHIVES 



3.) Discovery 



UNLOCKING SOURCES 

The First World War 

online & Europeana 

30./31.01.2014 
AT BERLIN STATE LIBRARY 

3.) Discovery: Conference Unlocking Sources 



3.) Discovery: Conference Unlocking Sources 

Conference topics: 
• How do digitized materials fit into 

research and teaching?  

• How can different online activities 

contribute to the "digital humanities"?  

• What are the ideas for the re-use of 

digitised sources in research, 

schools, museums, and the media?  

• What are the strengths, and what are 

the weaknesses of the existing and 

newly created offers?  

In addition to the critical discussion and 

reflection at the panels, innovative 

projects will present their results to a 

broader public.  

Organisers: 
• Europeana Collections 1914-1918 

• EFG1914 

• Europeana 1914-1918 

• Humboldt-University of Berlin 



3.) Discovery: eLearning Website 

An eLearning website dedicated 

to the project 

Concept by the British Library 

Targeting learners to develop 

skills they need to use primary 

source material 

Showing a selection of several 

hundreds of items provided by 

the project partners  

giving consideration to the 

international use of the resource 

with multilingual features  

content provided by all partners www.bl.uk/world-war-one 



3.) Discovery: Virtual Exhibition 

     Virtual Exhibition 

 The Europeana Collections 1914-

1918 contributed a Virtual Exhibition 

to the Europeana Exhibition platform 

in 2014. 

• Topic: Places of transition 

• Based on a selection of 

significant items from each of 

the project partners. 

• Target group: Internet users 

with general interest, looking for 

an entry point to the thematic 

complex 

• Curated by project partners and 

co-operation partners from 

Humboldt-University of Berlin 

 



3.) Discovery: Exhibitions 

Launch Exhibitions 

 

 presentations of physical 
objects which are part of the 
digitised collections 

 hosted in Berlin, Brussels, 
London, Paris and Belgrade 

 organised to take place in the 
first year of the centenary, in 
the beginning of 2014 with the 
aim of engaging a wide range 
of potential users 

 Opened yesterday here in 
Berlin 



3.) Discovery: www.europeana1914-1918.eu/  

Thematic portal 

• Showing content from  

• Europeana 1914-1918 

• EFG1914 

• Europeana Collections 1914-1918 

• and further providers 

• Launch at Unlocking Sources 

• Next: Display of more featured 

categories and based on items classified 

with 

• LoC subject headings (selection) 

• Object types / Media types 

• Further features, e.g. user annotations… 
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Thank you! 

 

 

Thorsten Siegmann 

siegmann@eu1914-1918.eu  

www.europeana-collections-1914-1918.eu/  
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