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Mission and History of JDC 



Cable which prompted the founding of JDC, 1914. 



Meeting of the Founders. July 10, 1918. 



An urgent letter from the rabbi of Stockholm to the American Jewish Relief 
Committee described the upheaval facing Jews expelled from the Russian 

territories of Poland in May 1915.  

Calls for Help 



Letter from Rabbi Salamon Fraenkel in Jodlowa, Galicia, to JDC, November 25, 1916. 



Pogroms in Poland, circa 1918. 



Early Campaigns 

Fundraising campaign posters, 1917. 



Central Relief Committee Dime Bank, circa 1915. 



The Bulletin of the Joint Distribution Committee, June 1917. 



Relief 

First shipment of kosher meat sent to the hungry Jews of Poland. 
Port of New York, 1918. 



“Relief to Victims of the War.” December 17, 1915. 



“$5,000.00 to be paid to the Jewish Colonization Association to be expended by Jewish 
Relief Committee in Roumania, for the relief of Roumanian Jews.” 1916. 



“Joint Distribution Committee sends first of its commission abroad.” July 1916.  



Aid sent to Russia, 1914 – 1916. 



“$248,000.00 for relief purposes in Russian Poland, Roumania and Serbia.”  
April 21, 1917. 



Orphans saying Kaddish at Israelitische Allianz-subsidized war orphans home in 
Lemberg, circa 1916 - 1917. 



Mendele’s Kindergarten and Community School in Bialystok, Poland, 1918. 



JDC Poland Distribution Chart, circa 1919. 



Remittances 

Transmission Bureau Office, New York, circa 1921. 



Remittances for Poland, 1916. 



List of Jews from the Russian Empire requesting contact with relatives in America,  
June 27 - July 10, 1917. 



Letter from Silberman in Iowa to Mr. Albert Lucas re refugee brother from  
Sumy, Ukraine, August 15, 1918. 



List of Persons from Konzec, April 15, 1921. 



April 7, 1922. 



War Victims 

Pogrom wounded, Kiev, Ukraine, May 1920. 





Letter from Albert Lucas to Felix M. Warburg. May 5, 1919. 



Family in Glynne-Navaria, Galicia, circa 1920-1921 



List of War and Pogrom Victims in Krivoje-Ozero, circa 1921-1923. 



Prisoners of War 





Sailings 

Jewish war orphans brought from eastern Europe by JDC’s  
War Orphans Bureau, 1921. 



About JDC Archives 

• Holdings 

– Estimated 13,200 linear feet, or more than 40 
million pages 

– 100,000 photographs (60,000 digitized so far) 

• Locations 

– New York: Headquarters Records 

– Jerusalem: Overseas Offices 

 



Who Uses the JDC Archives? 

• Scholars and students 

• Filmmakers and publishers 

• Authors and journalists 

• Archivists, librarians, and curators 

• Genealogists and family researchers 

• JDC staff 



Use of the JDC Archives 



Goals of Digitization 
 

 



Scope of Digitization at JDC 
• Textual Collections 

• Digitized material spans from 1914 to 1974 of NY Collections 

– Phase 1:   1.8 million pages completed 

– Phase 2:   600,000 pages in progress 

 

• Names Index 

• JDC Emigration Service records and other lists of genealogical 
value 

• 500,000 names indexed 

 

• Photograph Collection 

• 60,000+ digitized 

 

• Oral History Recordings 

• 325 hours 

 



Digitization – Online Search Function 

 

Partner: IDEA-ALM in Israel 
 
 

 



Partnership with Judaica Europeana 



Thank you and stay in touch with us! 

JDC Global Archives 

Website: http://archives.jdc.org/  

Facebook: http://facebook.com/jdcarchives 

 


