Frenchpress, public opinion and the
assassinatiorof Franz Ferdinand
(28 June3 August 1914)

How French societgnteredthe Greatwar?




Unlocking sources

A The aim of this communicationis quite simple how new ways of getting
accesdo digital contents (through technicalprocesssuchas OCRand NER)
giveusthe opportunity to understandhow Frenchsocietyenteredthe First

World Warin August1914?

A Regardinghis topic, | have studied both private archivesand Frenchpress
Issuesmadeavailablethroughthe project Europeandl4-18 (chronologically
from the 29 of June the dayafter the assassinationf FranzFerdinand, heir
of the austro-hungarianmonarchyin Sarajevao the 3rd of August,the day
of the declarationof war of Germanyon France)

A 1 haveusedtwo different technologied will comebacklater on: the optical
recognitionof charactersand the namedentities recognition,a processwe
have developped thanks to another European project, Europeana
Newspapers




Unlockingsources

A Oneof the main concernfor me wasalsoto assesshe impactof the useof
theseautomatedprocessesppliedto historicalsources

A Thisquestionis quite important as | strongly believe that the use of such
technical process modify deeply our accessand our understanding of
historical sources(in other words how automated processlead to a new
way of writing history)




Starting point

Emile

Spring 1914
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Letter sent to his family in law
31stof July 1914




Frenchhistoriography

A JJ BeckeHow French entered the wat977

A If we consider the succession of events from the assassination of the
archduke Franf#erdinand the 28th of June in Sarajevdlhie declaration of
war on France the 3rd of August, the point of view promoted by J.J. Becker
seems quite logical

A In July 1914, the European continent is in peace for 43 years (since the en
of the francoepussian war of 1872871)

A «The tragedy of Sarajevo will not lead to a major european crissr
Arthur Nicholson, 15th of July 1914




Frenchhistoriography

A 20-23rd of July 1914. Statésitof The FrenclPresidentRaymond Poincaré)
and the French Prim®linister (René Viviani) iRussia

A 24th of JulyDeclarationof war of Austriaon Serbia

A 29th of July. Raymond Poincaré and René Viviani come back to France

Couldeasilyexplainwhy the French public opiniowasnot fully awareof the
seriousnes®f the situationuntil the verylastdaysof July




The sources
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The sources
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