Europeana Collections 1914-1918: Remembering the First World War
Digitising masterpieces of Europe’s cultural heritage
Europeana Collections 1914-1918 will create by 2014, the centenary of the outbreak of the
First World War, a substantial digital collection of First World War items comprising
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

books
newspapers
trench journals
maps
music sheets
children’s literature
photographs

•
•
•
•
•
•

posters
pamphlets
propaganda leaflets
original art
religious works
medals and coins

from national libraries and other partners from eight European countries that found
themselves on different sides of the historic conflict.

The memory of the war, its events and consequences, its victims and victors, remain very much alive today.
It has become part of the individual and collective memory of Europe. The digital collection will reflect the
experiences of people on all sides of the conflict, at the front as well as at home.
The three-year project will make over 400,000 WWI sources publicly and freely available online via
Europeana for the first time, including content that is often rare and highly fragile because of the
deteriorating quality of the paper it was produced on, and generally only hitherto accessible in
reading rooms.
As the anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War approaches, the project will be organising
a series of conferences, seminars and other events - both physical and virtual - to disseminate
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze, Italy; Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma “Vittorio Emanuele II”, Italy; Bibliothèque
nationale de France, France; Bibliothèque nationale et universitaire de Strasbourg, France; Bibliothèque Royale de Belgique Koninklijke Bibliotheek van België, Belgium; CLIO-Online, Germany; Det Kongelige Bibliotek, Denmark; Istituto Centrale per il
Catalogo Unico delle biblioteche italiane e per le informazioni bibliografiche – ICCU (Biblioteca Universitaria Alessandrina,
Biblioteca di Storia moderna e contemporanea, Museo del Risorgimento Italiano), Italy; Narodna biblioteka Srbije, Serbia;
Österreichische Nationalbibliothek, Austria; Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin – Preußischer Kulturbesitz, Germany; The British Library, UK

For more information: www.europeana-collections-1914-1918.eu
Contact: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin – Preußischer Kulturbesitz, Thorsten Siegmann, eMail: siegmann@eu1914-1918.eu
This project is partially funded under the ICT Policy Support Programme (ICT PSP) as part of the Competitiveness and
Innovation Framework Programme by the European Community http://ec.europa.eu/ict_psp

